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Introduction 

 

I wish you dear brothers and sister in our Order, and the  consolation of the Lord and the 

blessed Virgin, our Lady! 

  

 1. In the 790 years‟ history of our religious family there are many jubilees, remembering 

events that have significantly shaped our way of life; our faith is truly filled with treasured 

memories! You can see this from the four recent celebrations which have meant so much to us: the 

750
th

 of the Order‟s foundation (1233-1983), the Centenary of the Canonization of the Founders 

(185-1985), the Centenary of the Canonization of the Founds (1888-1988) and this year‟s Centenary 

of the deathly of St. Anthony M. Pucci (1892-1985). 

  

 Towards another great Date: 9 August 1992  

2.This letter from your Prior General is inviting you to remember another outstanding date 

in the life of our Order, namely 9 August 1692. Precisely three centuries ago, on that date, Pope 

Innocent XII Confirmed a Decree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites of the 2 August, authorizing 

the Friars and Sisters of the Servite Order to celebrate the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed 

Virgin on the 3
rd

 Sunday of September with Office and Mass. This same Decree noted how 

previously the Congregation of Rites had authorized the Order to use its own proper Office for the 
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Commemoration of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin, as Titular of the Order and its 

Patroness <<…uti devotionem proprie  et princpaliter ad dictum Ordinem spectantem>>,i.e.  

<<…As the devotion, which pertains to that Religious Order as its principal 

characteristic>>. By this decree, the Holy See was acknowledging a unanimous desire in our Order, 

as presented to the oily See by Prior General, fr. Giovanni Francesco M. Poggi and his Procurator 

General fr. Pietro Antonio M. Rossi. 

    This concession by Pope Innocent XII represented a climax to a number of initiatives in 

our Order in period 1668 to1690; it was also responsiiible for bringing about a variety of other 

significant projects, which would be most beneficial to both our own Order and the entire Latin Rite 

of the Church. . 

   To grasp the significance of that Decree, then, I believe it helpful to look at the years 

immediately preceding its issue, and at the influence it has had on the years and centuries that 

followed. Secondly I would like to stress the present-day significance of the values underlying the 

Decree on Our Lady of Sorrows.  

                           

PART ONE 

 

SERVITES AND THE FEAST OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER 17
th

-20
th

 CENTURIES 
  

3.  Everyone is aware that devotion to the Sorrowful Mother underwent rapid development 

between the 17
th

 and 19
th

 centuries. We only need to remember a few milestones from this period to 

see this, and we shall restrict it to the liturgical celebration of the Sorrows of the Virgin.  

    

  1668-1690 

  

4. Two important events took place in 1668:on9June the Sacred Congregation of Rites 

authorized our Order to celebrate the votive Mass of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin and 

to print the texts for use within the order. The decree concerning this makes reference to the fact 

that the Server Friars wear their black habit in memory of the widowhood of Mary brought about n 

the Passion of her Son. On the following 15 September that year, the same authorized the friars of 

the Order to celebrate the Marian Office of the Seven Sorrows, which Pope Alexander VII had 

previously permitted to the Discalced Augustinians in France. At the same time hi also permitted 

them to celebrate the Feast of the Sorrows on the third Sunday of September with the duplex ritual 

or a principal feast. 

    Two years later, on 9 August 1670, the Congregation extended to every liturgically 

available Friday the faculty to celebrate the Office of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin, 

<<…uti devotionem proprie et principaliter ad dictum Ordinem spectantem>>. The texts for this 

Office were composed in 1672 by fr. Prospero M. Bernardi on the mandate of the Prior General Fr. 

Giovanni Vincenzo M. Lucchesini. It received thee approval of the Sacred Congregation on 6 May 

1673, and from Pope Clement XII days later.  

  The years 1689-1690 saw further developments along the same lines. In 1689, the Prior 

General fr. Giulio M. Arrighetti presented proposals to all the provincial chapters of the Italian 

provinces to declare the 3
rd

 Sunday of September as the principal Solemnity of the Order, now that 

it had been dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin by apostolic indult. Each Chapter 

gave its assent to the Arrighetti proposal, first aloud and then in secret ballot. And in 1690 the 

General Chapter held at San Marcello Priory in Rome elected as successor to fr. Giulio Arrighetti is 

secretary, fr. Giovanni Francesco M. Poggi: the chapter‟s first decree, dated 30 April 1690, 

endorsed the wish of the Italian provinces, vote expressed the previous year.  

  

1692-1972  
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5. Here are just few milestones among the many phases that followed the famous decree of 

9 August 1692. These go from the beginning of the 18
th

 Century to our own days. And deal 

mainly with the two feasts of Our Lady of Sorrows: the one on Friday of passion week and the other 

in September On 18 August in 1714 The Sacred Congregation of Rites granted the entire Servite 

Order the faculty to celebrate the Mass and Office of the Seven Sorrows as a Double Major Feast on 

the Friday after Passion Sunday. This was in response to a request by Prior General fr. Antonio M. 

Castelli. Thirteen years later, on 22 August 1727, the Prior general fr. Prior general fr. Pietro M. 

Pieri and the Procurator General fr. Giuseppe M Curti received a favourable reply to a request put 

before Pope Benedict XIII: the Decree <<Urbis et Orbis>> extended the Friday of Passion Week 

celebration to all those faithful, regular or secular, min or women, who were to the recitation of the 

canonical hours. 

           A century later, on 18
th

 September 1814, Pope Pius VII promulgated the extension of 

the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin on the 3
rd

 Sunday of September to the 

universal Church: this was done in the Decree “Cum in publicis Ecclesiae calamitatibus”, and 

stipulated the use of the Divine Office and Mass texts already being used by the Servite Order. The 

liturgical reforms begun by Pius X (1 November 1911) wished, among other things, to give 

maximum attention to the place of Sundays in the liturgy. And so the feast of the Seven Sorrows 

Was brought forward to the 15 September. Augustine M. Sartorial, the Sacred Congregation of 

Rites permitted the Order„s to retain its traditional date of the 3
rd

 Sunday of September. This was 

decreed on 1 September 1915. This privilege was superseded by the<< Instruction>>issued by the 

same congregation on 14 February 1961.  

     On 14 February 1969 Pope Paul VI promulgated the revised Roman Calendar consequent 

on the Second Vatican Council. This new calendar retained the September celebration, grading it as 

a <<The Blessed Virgin Mary of Sorrows. >> By this new title, the wish was to celebrate the entire 

mystery of the sorrow of Mary along with the glory she received consequent on her suffering. The 

proper Calendar of our Order, approved but the Sacred Congregation for Devine Cult on 6 February 

1971, envisages both the <<Solemnity>> of September 15
th

 with its title << The Blessed Virgin 

Mary, by the cross >>, and the <<Solemnity>> of September 15
th

 with its title <<The blessed virgin 

Mary of sorrows, principal Patroness of our Order >>. 

     By way of a singularly special usage, we should recall how the revised proper Missal of 

the Servants of Mary, confirmed by the Sacred Congregation on 1
st
 October 1971, includes a << 

Memorial of the compassion of the Blessed Virgin>> in he solemn liturgical action of Good Friday 

immediately after the Veneration of the Cross. Our religious family was the first to request and 

obtain this exceptional concession. Nevertheless, as mentioned in our Marian Document <, Do 

Whatever He Tells You>>(1983), a number of bishops and various experts have been suggesting 

<<…that in the Roman liturgy of the Easter Iridium explicit reference be made in a discreet and 

prudent way to one of its intrinsic elements: the participation of the Mother in the passion of her 

Son>>(no .56). 

    

Marian Devotion at the origins of the Order  
  

My dearest brothers and sisters, you can see why I Wanted to give proper attention to the 

various developments that flowed from the decree of 9 August 1692, with the effects on our Order‟s 

history. The whole theme is at the very heart of our Servite spirituality. Indeed, at the very outset, 

the Order looked upon the Virgin Mary in the entire cycle of the Marian mystery, in complete 

harmony with the movement of the universal Church at that time. St. Mary was resplendent for her 

Servants as the mother of Jesus, ever unsullied in her virginity; assumed into heavenly glory, of 

course yet ever present in an unfailing watch over her children, needy pilgrims on this earth. This 

was to fulfil the wishes of Jesus himself on the Cross-, who told the Mother, <<Behold Your 

Mother>>  (John 19, 26-27a). In recalling faithfully that Testament of Calvary, the church was led 

also to remember the suffering of Mary by the Cross-. Our <, Legenda de Origine>> c. 1318AD), 



4 

 

Copyright © CURIA GENERALIZIA OSM, Piazza San Marcello, 5 – Roma 

talks of the Virgin herself appearing to St. Peter Martyr and instructing himself that the friars of the 

Order should wear the black habit <<…to show forth her humility and to clearly signify the sorrow 

she suffering the most bitter passion of her Son>>.The same symbolism is accorded to the words of 

St. Philip Benizi while he was journeying towards Siena in the company of fra Victor. On the way 

they came across two religious from the Order of Preachers, who asked them whose Order‟s habit 

they were wearing. Phillip spoke out<< We are called Servants of the glorious Virgin, and we wear 

the habit of her widowhood>>. By <<widowhood>> was signified the solitude experienced by the 

Virgin after the death of her Son.  

      It remains clear enough, however, that no particular feature of the figure of the Blessed 

Virgin was taken by the early Marian spirituality of out Order as its special devotion. Rather, all 

aspects of Our Lady were taken on in good harmony and firmly rooted in the Sacred Scripture.  

  

Special emphasis on Our Lady of Sorrows  
  

6. It was from the 17
th

 century down to the middle of the present century that devotion to the 

Virgin of Sorrows prevailed most poignantly, to the point of being considered the specifc 

and distinctive feature of Servite vocation within the Church. At the close of the 19
th

 century, 

immediately after his election as Prior General, during the General Chapter of 18- 20 June 1895 fr. 

Giovanni Angelo M. Pagliai and his difinitorium stipulated that <<...the spirit or our Order …Is our 

devotion to the Virgin of Sorrows>>.  

            Such a unilateral reduction of the mastery of the Virgin Mary meant on the one hand 

a narrowing of the theological horizons of our Marian tradition; but on the other hand it brought 

about a hand suddenly and rapidly. Examples of this latter are the << confraternity of the Seven 

Sorrows>>or the many religious congregations of women affiliated to the Servite Order.  

  

8.     The <<Confraternity of the Seven Sorrows>> (called <<Societas Habitus>> until 1645) 

Grew rapidly under the Servites, especially from the 17
th

 century. Without risk of exaggeration, it 

can be said that through this confraternity the Servite Order <<…extended its influence and 

presence indirectly into every part of the world; from   Vilna to Lisbon, Peking o Buenos Aires 

….In many cases these pious associations exist and flourish to this day …especially in Latin 

America>>. 

  In the period 1852- 1992, over fifty religious Institutes for women were aggregated to the 

Order, precisely because of its recognised focus on devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows. Some of these 

institutes came to birth within the Order itself, often enough as a development of some secular 

Tertiary group. Others were already in existence when they requested to be linked to the Servite 

Order, in a few cases very soon after their foundation. Among the purposes stated as the goal of 

these various institutes, we can see prevalence in favour of service for the poor and suffering  

      

Return to the integrated Marian attitude of the Order’s origins  

 

9.        Around the middle of the 20
th

 Century there emerged gradually a new tendency in the 

Order, spurred on mainly by those friars who were giving their talents and energies to 

studying Servite History and Marian Theology. This two-fold line of enquiry, it must be recognised, 

as brought into sharp focus by the creation of the <<Marianum>> Pontifical Theology Faculty, 

commissioned by the Holy See on 30 November 1950. 

          The best aspects of the new approach aimed at restoring Servite Marian Spirituality to 

the admirable balance, which it displayed at the origins of the Order. The problem, however, was to 

integrate the immense wealth of acquired devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows within our family with 

the overall values enshrined in the person and the mission of the Blessed Virgin. This delicate work 

of wise restoration, not always exempt from vigorous if constructive tension reached an 

authoritative statement in the promulgation of the revised Servite Constitutions fruit of twenty years 
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of post-conciliar labours. The constitutions received definitive approval from the Apostolic See on 

25 March 987, Solemnity f the Annunciation of the Lord, the same day as Pope John Paul II signed 

his encyclical letter <<Redemptoris Mater>> . Addressed the Church for the Marian Year, 7 June 

1987-15 August 1988.  

                         

PART TWO 
  

REFLECTIONS AND PROPOSALS FOR OUR OWN AGE   
  

10.    Dear brothers and sisters: the proceeding paragraphs have been a memorial to our 

past. This was not intended as mere embellishment, the memorial- celebration of the past is 

dynamic and roots us firmly in the present, as with the Word of God. This leads us to re-live in a 

present tense manner the earlier happenings that are recalled and pondered.  

 What should be said, then about Our Lady of Sorrows for the present-day in which we are 

living? I have no intension of replacing your own imaginative and reflective abilities. Allow me, 

just the same, as the brother called to preside in charity within the entire Servite firmly, to indicate a 

number of themes for reflection. They are only guidelines, and it will be for you to pursue and 

develop them.  

                                   

 The Wisdom of the Cross 
  

11.   In our wish to meditate on Devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows, so much stressed by our 

Order, one conclusion forces itself readily on our attention.  The Blessed, Virgin Our Lady 

calls us to stand alongside her by the cross (cf. John 19,25), and thereby directs us to the 

contemplation of <<…the One they have pierced>. (Given this direction, almost being taken by the 

hand, we her Servants are educated by the Mother of Jesus towards the summit of the Gospel 

Pilgrimage. This summit is where we welcome <<… Christ Crucified, a stumbling block for the 

Jews, foolishness for the Gentiles…because what is foolish in God is more wise than human 

wisdom, and what is weakness in God is more wise than human wisdom, and what is weakness in 

God is stronger than human strength>> (1 Cor. 1,23.25).  

  

Our Saints                    
  

12.   This wisdom of the Cross-shone out wonderfully in our saints. Among the many 

examples we could quote, let me dwell briefly on two characters who are at either end of the 

spectrum of our history, St. Peregrine Laziosi (c.1265-1345) and S. Anthony M. Pucci (1819-1892).  

Already within the first century of our Order‟s life, we find the luminous witness of St. 

Peregrine fulfilling our vocation as <<servants>>. The ancient Chronicle of St. Peregrine, written 

about the year 1350, tells how, as still a young man, he went to the church of St. Mary of the Cross 

in his home town of Forli, and begged the Blessed Virgin to show him the way of salvation. Mary 

answered him as follows, <<Do not be afraid, my son: I am  … the Mother of the Crucified One 

you adore, and it was He who sent me to show you the road of blessedness>>under the guidance of 

Mary, who was given to us as Mother on Calvary, the young Peregrine (<<pilgrim>> by name and 

in fact), set out along that road, eager to re-live the example of Christ with all his strength. When 

gangrene threatened him with amputation of his leg, he <<spoke>> with Christ on the Cross; this 

means that he interpreted his own cross in the light of the Cross of Christ, Convinced that the 

Crucified Lord was <<the Prince of all Medicine and the Author of human Salvation>>.  To such 

heights are we directed and accompanied by the Virgin Mother of the Crucified Lord, when we 

entrust ourselves to her.       

        St. Anthony M. Pucci, as recalled in my letter to the Order for the centenary of his 

death (1892-1992), was <<the Servant of the Mother of the Suffering Servant…  His devotion to the 
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Sorrowful Mother is well known to everyone. The Basilica of St. Andrew in Viareggio has become, 

by the work of the Little Parish Priest, a local Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows. He held her, as we 

might say today, as his directing image>> Already from 1849 he had been enrolled in the 

<<Venerable Confraternity of Mercy, established under the divine and glorious patronage of the 

Holy Redeemer and St. Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows>>. The Little Parish Priest frequently 

instructed his people saying; <<We are devoted to this Great Mother, because we cannot be good 

Christians without professing devotion to Mary… Entrust all of your families to thee beautiful 

heart, most sorrowful and pierced, of our Great Queen… You should know, my dear children, that 

being devoted to the Sorrows of Mary is a sign of eternal salvation…>>. And on his deathbed he 

made this plea: <<Do not ever forger the Sorrowful Mother, and pray to her>>.  For St.  Anthony 

Mary Pucci, praying o the Mother of Sorrows signified bringing help to people in sorrowful 

suffering of every kind. Even when he was dying, he was still worried about the needs of poor 

families whom he had promised to help.  

Such witness by our brother and sister Saints in the Order, along with so many other 

instances around our religious family, allow us to conclude most surely, in the words of our 

Constitutions, that <<…the Savants of Mary …from the participation of the Mother in the 

redemptive mission of her Son, the Suffering servant of the Lord, have learned to understand and 

alleviate human suffering>> (art 6). 

  

Ministries of Mercy. 
  

13.   Such practical exercise of compassion and mercy begins within each of our 

communities. The Ascension Letter sent by myself and the General Council on 24 May 1990, re-

iterated that, <<…Community, as envisaged by our Constitutions, is in itself a challenge, both for 

our interior lives, and for our apostolic service. Here we already come across the brother who is 

hungry or thirsty, sick or in prison, unacknowledged in his dignity suffering on the cross, in need of 

being loved, fallen on the road to Jericho and begging for someone to get down from their horse and 

be a neighbour to him. The Community is our first laboratory for showing human compassion, the 

first test-bed of our faith and our charity.   Indeed, how can we claim to love the brother far away, 

whom our eyes cannot see, if we do not love the brother nearby, living under our very eyes and 

roof, sitting at the same table, and very truly a “neighbour”.  

  

14.  Given such primary education n within our religious family‟s everyday life, then can we 

go out to the rest of the world to share as brothers and sisters with our fellow-travellers in 

life, bearing with us that Light and Hope which comes from the Passover Mystery of the Lord.  

   We come across immense and manifold poverty all around us. In the face of it all, the 

warning of our Constitutions becomes sharply relevant, <<Since the Son of Man is still being 

crucified in his brothers and sisters, we, Servants of his mother, wish to be with her at the foot of 

those countless crosses in order to bring comfort and redemptive cooperation>> (art. 319). 

Similarly, we recall what was written in our Marian Document in 1982, <<The figure of the Virgin 

of Sorrows is our stimulus and death with the vision of faith that sheds the light of life on this 

mystery. Marian devotion opens us to hope and urges us to adopt „solutions of life‟ even where pain 

is raging and death opens its doers>>(no.92). And towards the final paragraphs the Marian 

Document re-states the same assertion<<We do not understand Marian piety that does not led to 

praise of God and prayerful and compassionate assistance to our needy brothers ad sisters>> (no. 

115). 

  Some time earlier, our Constitutions. Expressed by the General Chapter of Madrid (1968), 

had already stated with a beautifully appropriate turn of phrase,    <<compassion is recognised as a 

characteristic of the Savants, who continue in their life the example of the Mother of God>> (art.52) 

  

From Mary’s Seven Sorrows to the Sorrow of the World  
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15.   Age-old meditation on the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin can be easily turned 

towards the realties of the present age. We confront the Sorrows with the many and complex 

sufferings that characterise modern life. Seven, after all, a symbol of totality: we can easily 

compose our own chaplet of Seven mystery-meditations, echoing the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady, 

involving every species of tribulation of body and spirit that we witness today.  

 And so, based o n our fundamental Christian cling, we accept that our being and existence 

will be pierced by the sword of sorrow.  Following the way of Jesus, we will take up our cross each 

day (Luke. 9,23; cf. Mk. 8,34; Mt.16, 24). Deeply conscious of the drama of countless people and 

groups forced to migrate from poor places towards rich nations, in search of bread or freedom, we 

will show the hand of rescue to anyone being persecuted, and offer active help to welcome 

immigrants and refugees. May the Holy Virgin, well versed in such agony along with Joseph and 

her Child, be a guide for the hearts and minds of her Servants, and teach us even to open the doors 

of our houses.  

 So many people are looking for the Face of the Lord amid the uncertainties of life, or they 

are looking for Him in sorrow after losing Him: our communities must be places where they will be 

supported in their laborious search. Let them become sanctuaries of consolation for so many parents 

who are in agony through the physical or moral loss of their children. Our is the self-same journey 

of faith when we accompany our brothers and sisters on their road to Calvary.  Perhaps we can 

show some tender gesture of gentleness like Veronica, or help them with their load, like Simon of 

Cyrene.  

  We often come into contact with people at the hour of their death, as they are passing over 

from this world to the Father.  It is our wish to be present with them instilling perseverance in the 

midst of suffering, so that the grain that falls into the ground and dies may bear much fruit (cf.   

John 12,24) When the light of day is enshrouded in the shadows of death, each of us must become 

like a womb of life, wherever new life needs to be re-born out of sicknesses, calamity and accident, 

hateful malice …The body must rise again, because <<…the mercies of the Lord are not over yet 

…and so for this I wish to place my trust in Him>>(Lam.3.22.24)  

 Then we wish to be present in front of the ice-cold hard reality of the tomb, where things 

seem irreparably lost. It is for us to rekindle the flame of hope. The tomb, after all, is also the figure 

of the: Womb of Mother-Earth. The Spirit of the Lord, who wrought the blessing of Life in the 

Womb of Mary, Woman-Mother, will rise up new life. With the Risen Christ we can then sing, 

<<You, O Lord, will not abandon my life to the Tomb …you will fill me with joy in your 

presence>> (Act 2,27.28;cf. psalm 16,10.11).   

  

Church and World: towards Unity  
              

16. Allow me now to draw your attention to two particular aspects, which may shed new 

light on our devotion to the Sorrowful Mother. I am referring to Unity for the Church and Unity for 

the World. In truth, these two values are so interwoven together that they constitute two sides of the 

one picture. <<The Church, >>says the Council, <<is in Christ like a sacrament or Sign and 

Instrument of intimate Union with God and of unity for the whole human race>> (Lumen Gentium, 

1) this means that the Church is in the world and exists for the world. The Church is the very heart 

or the world. And if we look closely, there is a strict link between both the Church‟s and the 

World‟s journey towards unity and the Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin.  

  

17.   The recomposition of unity among Christians  
  

            Is aided and enhanced by contemplating the Mother by the side of her Crucified Son. 

The following apposite quotation of Pope John Paul II should guide us at this point, On <<On 

Calvary she united herself to the sacrifice of her Son who was bringing about the formation of the 
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Church; her motherly heart shared to the very full in the will of Christ to the very full in the will of 

Christ to “re-gather the scattered children of God”(John11, 52). Having suffered for the Church, 

Mary merited to become the mother of all the disciples of her Son, mother of their unity together…. 

Mary seeds in every way possible to foster he unity of Christians, because a mother always strives 

to ensure harmony among her children. There is not an ecumenical heart greater or more ardent than 

that of Mary>>.  

     It is from the Lord‟s own teaching that we learn how welcoming his Word is the 

necessary condition for achieving unity: <<They will listen to my voice and become one flock with 

one shepherd>>I (John10, 16). Precisely in relation to these words we can grasp how the motherly 

mission of Mary makes it come about that <<… They all May be one>>, as Jesus prayed (John 

17,21.22). On the <<third day>> at Cana, Mary told the savants at the wedding, <<Do whatever he 

trellis you>.  John 2,5). Today, on the Third Day of the Pascal Era, which is the Church‟s present 

phase until the Lord‟s return, the     Mother of Jesus continues to give the same injunction to us, her 

sons and daughters. She teaches us to be docile and listen to the voice of the Son.  In this way, in 

communion with the whole Church, Mary cooperates in the on-going unification of peoples in 

Christ, <<the Saviour of the World>>. (John 4,42;cf. I john) Christ gathers the scattered into unity, 

drawing all to Himself (cf. John 11, 52; 12,32). 

  

18.      The word grows towards unity, and we witness its birth –pangs in our own days. At 

the same time, the world is also the theological setting for the Prayer of Jesus to take flesh: <, As 

you, Father, are in me and I in you, may they e so completely one in us, that the world may believe 

that it was you who sent me>>. John 17,21). There is an epic struggle going on, and all of us are 

active participants in it. The whole world seems so much smaller now, with every part so 

interdependent. Contrasting and conflicting interests seem to be bursting the bonds of community 

The industrialised countries of the North, are plagued by environmental decay, savage urbanisation, 

drugs, delinquency, violation of the rights of the unborn, of countries of the    South cry out with 

famine, endemic diseases, slavery to the powerful of the earth, national debt, proliferation of wars, 

and political regimes tending towards dictatorship… 

       Mary, refuge in Egypt knew the agony of forced exile. Like all emigrants, she had to 

leave her native soil and go to a strange land, the land of the Pharaohs. She knew the clash of two 

different cultures, the strain of new language and customs; the helpless Child she carried had not 

come to separate peoples, but to draw divided worlds together. On Calvary, when her Son appointed 

her to be Mother for all the Living, she became the Woman for the whole World. And so if the bare 

wood of the Cross-is a symbol of all the marginalisation cause by human violence, the One who is 

nailed and dying there speaks out words of prayer and forgiveness.  The Crucified One transforms 

the Cross-into a sign of reconciliation. And from that hour onwards, Mary, as Universal Mother, is 

called to be at service of this plan of reparation and revitalisation for a scattered human race. She 

becomes the Mother and Servant of the scattered children of God!  

     So we are led to draw inspiration from Blessed Mary the Mother of Sorrows. Our goal 

and destiny is the Resurrection of her Son and all her other children. And this destiny will serve to 

open up our horizons with a new sense of urgency, and break down thee walls behind, which we 

hide in our proudly defended false securities. Our Order‟s only ambition- as urged by our 

Constitutions –will be to<< … extend our fraternity to thee people of today who are divided by 

reason of age, nationality, race, religion, wealth and education>. (art. 74). A reliable indication of 

such a commitment can be seen, I believe, in the great movement that Servite Friars and Sisters 

have demonstrated since the 1970‟s towards new foundations in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

Despite a general crisis of numbers and ageing, we area serenely putting our trust in the Word of the 

Lord, that by giving we shall receive, and by losing ourselves we implant the seeds of a new and 

unexpected Springtime (cf. Lk.6,38; 9,24; Mk. 8,25; Mt.10,39).  

  

Shrines of the Sorrowful Mother, focus for new ventures        
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19.       As I draw to the conclusion of this extended conversation with you, dearest sisters 

and brothers, I entrust to your own personal and community generosity the choice of 

appropriate plans that will give some flesh and blood to the ideas contained in this letter. It would 

be right for Shrines dedicated to the Sorrowful Mother to be given special consideration. These are 

places where we should be celebrating and deepening our awareness off the mystery of Our Lady‟s 

suffering and its meaning for the world of today. These are laces where there should be special 

activities this year expressing religious prayer and celebration, cultural functions and works of 

charity.   

          For the year that runs from 15 September 1992 to 15 September 1993, each Province 

and Vicariate could specify one of these Shrines or Sanctuaries as a focus for a communitarian 

pilgrimage, aiming perhaps for 15 September 1993 as a fitting closure to the Centenary Year, which 

I am proposing to you, and the whole Servite Order.   

  

 Closing thought  
  

20. Allow me and the council to send a greeting to each one of you, together with your 

communities and families where you live and work. I ask Blessed Mary, of the Crucified 

Lord, to safeguard and support our faith in the dark night of trial. May she show us her Risen Sun, 

the true Star of the Morning.   

  

From San Marcello Priory, Rome, on 9 August 1992 centenary of the Decree of Pope 

Innocent XII for the third September to be the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary.  

                               

                     Fr. Hubert Moons, o.s.m. 

                          Prior General. 

 

 

 

 


