
Within the next seven months all eleven Servite 
Provinces and the Vicariate (PHI) will celebrate their 
Chapters of Election. They will elect their priors and 
vicar provincial and plan life in their jurisdictions for 
the next four years. The Chapters of Election will 
begin on December 10, 2015 with the St. Peregrine 
Brazilian Chapter and conclude with the Province of 
the Isles (England and Ireland) Chapter on June 24,

Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Ave M3 rid

''"v' 2016. Personally there are two important subjects I
would like to suggest for the Chapters’ consideration.

The first subject is our Common Home. In his encyclical Laudato S i\ Pope Francis 
describes the world as our Common Home. Its future and welfare depend on the 
good will and collaboration of all mankind. I see the Order as our Common Home. 
Its future and welfare depend on the good will and collaboration of all our friars. 
Everywhere in the world consecrated life is passing through a difficult phase. The 
more we attempt to face difficulties and find solutions while remaining isolated in 
our personal and national selfishness the more likely we will fail to achieve our 
goals. I am convinced that our present challenge make it necessary that all the 
friars of the world join in common/international action. The more we work 
together and help each other the more our Order will be vital. This is the first 
subject I would propose for the upcoming Chapters of Election: we must see the 
Order as our Common Home and act accordingly.

The second subject I would suggest for discussion is that we, as men called by God, 
must never slow our pace or grow weary in our pursuit of Christian perfection. 
We must go forward. This is admittedly an enormous subject. What I would 
suggest specifically is that our spiritual journey in the next year -  in line with the 
imminent Jubilee -  should be based on article 52 of our Constitutions: “In our 
journey tow ard perfect charity, we fa ll and m ake m istakes because o f hum an 
weakness. For this reason, in  our relationships we should live according to the 
Lord’s adm onition: ‘Be compassionate ju s t as your Father is compassionate; forgive 
and you w ill be forgiven. ’ (Lk 6. 36, 37c). Compassion is recognized as a 
characteristic o f the Servants who continue in  their life  the exam ple o f the M other 
o f God.”



In a few days (December 8) Pope Francis will inaugurate an 
extraordinary Holy Year, the Jubilee of Mercy. In his Bull 
announcing this Jubilee the Pope writes: “Jesus Christ is the 
face of the Father’s mercy. These words might will sum up ^
the mystery of the Christian faith. Mercy has become living £o 
and visible in Jesus of Nazareth. The Father ‘rich in mercy’ ^
{Eph 2. 4) after having revealed his name to Moses as ‘a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness; {Ex 34. 
6) has never ceased to show, in various ways throughout history, his divine 
nature. In the ‘fullness of time’ {Gal 4. 4) when everything had been arranged 
according to his plan of salvation he sent his only Son into the world, born of the 
Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive way. Whoever sees Jesus sees 
the Father (Cf.Jn  14. 9). Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his entire 
person' reveals the mercy of God.”“

“When the fullness of time came, God sent his Son” {Gal 4. 4). “And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt amongst us” (Jn 1. 14). “Today, in the city of David, a 
savior is born for us. He is Christ the Lord” {Lk2. 11). In a few days the miracle of 
God’s incarnation will draw us once more to the crib and we will look on the baby 
Jesus. I find this touching every year. In the Old Testament God revealed himself in 
many ways as a merciful and kind God. God’s mercy has become visible in the 
infant Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus Christ is the face of God’s mercy. Faced with this 
miracle we remain silent and in wonder. We are not the only ones who feel this. 
The divine infant in the manger is visited by many -  even those who are far from 
the life of the Church. They see him as a ray of love, light and hope in a cold and 
dark world.

But Christmas is not the end of the story of the merciful God’s relationship with his 
people. In a way it is the beginning. With his words, actions -  with his whole 
person - Jesus of Nazareth has revealed the mercy of God. He began with the 
parables -  never to be excelled in depth and wisdom -  the merciful Father and the 
Good Samaritan -  and ended with his repeated exhortation to his disciples: “Be 
merciful as your Father is merciful” {Lk6.36). The history of God’s mercy with his 
people continues in Jesus and through his will it continues in us and in his 
disciples! Fope Francis writes: “We want to live this Jubilee Year in light of the 
Lord’s words: ‘Merciful like the Father. The Evangelist reminds us of the teaching 
of Jesus who says, ‘Be merciful just as your Father is merciful’ {Lk 6.36). Merciful 
like your Father is the motto of this Holy Year.”“'



For Christmas and for our journey during the Holy Year, the Jubilee of Mercy, I 
would like to share a text with you. This text has become dear and precious to me 
as I pray to increase the virtue of mercy:
“Help me, Lord, m ake m y eyes m erciful. M ay I  never be suspicious and never 

judge on outw ard appearances. M ay I  know  how  to perceive what is beautiful in  
the soul o f m y neighbor and m ay I  be help fu l to him .
Help me, Lord, m ake m y hearing m erciful. M ay I  be open to the needs o f m y 
neighbor. Let m y ears be open to the suffering and groans o f m y neighbor.
Help me, Lord. Let m y tongue be m erciful. M ay I  never speak ill o f m y neighbor. 
M ay I  always ha ve a word o f com fort and pardon fo r e very one.
Help me, Lord. Let m y hands be m erciful and engaged in  good work. M ay I  only 
know  how  to do good things fo r m y neighbor and take upon m yself h is d ifficu lt 
and pa in fu l burdens.
Help me, Lord. M ay m y fee t be m erciful. M ay I  be qu ick to come to the aid o f m y 
neighbor and overcome m y own inertia and fatigue. M y true rest m ust be m y 
willingness to help  m y neighbor.
Help me, Lord. M ay m y heart be m erciful. M ay I  share in  a ll m y neighbor’s 
sufferings. Let m e close m y heart to no one. Let m e be sincere even w ith those who 
would abuse m y generosity; le t m e fin d  refuge in  the m erciful heart o f Jesus. I  w ill 
not speak o f m y own suffering. M ay your m ercy fin d  a hom e in  me, O Lord.
You com m and m e to practice three degrees o f m ercy. First I  m ust perform  actions 
o f m ercy o f a ll sorts. Second I  m ust speak with m ercy -  what I  cannot do with 
actions I  m ust do w ith words. Third: prayer; when L cannot act or speak with 
m ercy I  can always pray. I  m ust extend m y prayer to reach even those places I  
cannot visit physically. O M y Jesus transform  m e in to  yo u rself because you can do 
everything.”'™

In my own name and on behalf of all the friars in our General Curia Community 
here at San Marcello in Rome I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.

Seville (Spain), November 29, First Sunday of Advent, 2015.
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Fra Gottfried M. Wolff, o.s.M.
Prior General
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lv Walter KASPER, Mercy: the Essence o f  the Gospel and the Key to Christian Life.


