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CELEBRATIONS 

 

OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1. The title “celebration of the Annunciation” designates a celebrational form in which this pious 

exercise is placed within a wider biblical-prayer context. 

 

2. Three forms of celebration are proposed, each centered on a Gospel text referring to the mystery 

of the Incarnation: the first, Behold the Handmaid of the Lord, on Luke 1: 26-38; the second, It Is by 

the Holy Spirit That She Has Conceived This Child, on Matthew 1: 18-25; the third, The Word Was 

Made flesh, on John 1: 1-14. 

 

 

I. STRUCTURE 

 

3. The structure of the three celebrations is identical. Each celebration follows a classic pattern to 

which some new elements have been added. Each reflects the continuity of the mystery in the 

various stages of the plan of salvation: from the prophetic affirmation in the Hebrew Scriptures to 

fulfillment in the fullness of time and continuation in the life of the Church. 

 

Beginning of the celebration 

 

4. The beginning of the celebration includes an invitation to praise, a greeting which may be 

followed by a brief introduction, and a hymn. 

The invitation to praise is made up of two verses. The first, "Announce the salvation of the Lord," is 

common to all three forms and exhorts the faithful to continue to proclaim among the peoples the 

message of salvation brought to Mary by Gabriel. The second verse is different in each form and is 

a doxology addressed to either the Father or Christ. 

The hymn, in accord with the particular function of this literary form, reflects the theme of the 

celebration and introduces the contemplation of the mystery. 

 

 Canticle 

 

5. A canticle from the Hebrew Scriptures follows: prophecy of the mystery expressed with joy and 

praise. The canticles are: the Canticle of Anna (1 Sam 2: 1-10) in the first form; the Canticle of 

Judith (Jdt 16: l-2a, 13-16) in the second; and the Canticle of the New Jerusalem (Is 61: 10 – 62: 5) 

in the third. 

The canticles are those of three women who anticipate the song of Mary of Nazareth. Within the 

context of a celebration of the Incarnation of the Word as the decisive beginning of salvation, the 

choice of these three female voices was suggested by the patristic reflection which sees God acting 

in the history of salvation in such a way that the events leading to the Fall are reversed: just as a 

woman played a role in the Fall, so, too, the salvation of the human race had to have its beginning 

in a woman. 
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Gospel 

 

6. In the same way that prophecy is followed by event, the canticle is followed by the Gospel in 

these celebrations. 

As noted above in paragraph two, the three Gospel passages are those that most clearly refer to the 

mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

Praying of the Angelus 

 

7. The praying of the Angelus is the characteristic element of the celebration. Within the 

celebration, it serves as a response to the Gospel and repeats its central idea. The Hail Mary 

becomes a continuation on the part of the Church of Gabriel's greeting to Mary. If possible, the 

Angelus with the Hail Marys should be sung. 

 

Concluding Prayer 

 

8. In each form of the Angelus a number of concluding prayers are offered. 

The Angelus is also a popular prayer to which the bishops of Rome have attached various intentions 

over the centuries (the needs of the Church, the preservation of peace, the propagation of the faith, 

Christian unity). For this reason, it seems appropriate to allow the possibility of expressing these 

intentions in a simple prayer with the form of a litany. 

 

Dismissal 

 

9. The celebration concludes with a dismissal common to all three forms which exhorts the faithful 

to cherish in their hearts the "Word that saves." 

If a presbyter or deacon presides at the celebration it is appropriate that he bless the assembly with 

the formula proposed in the text or another common form. 

 

 

II. PASTORAL VALUE AND USE 

 

10. Because of its communal character and ritual form, the "celebration of the Annunciation" can be 

used: 

a) in the communities of Servite friars and sisters as one of the possible "reverences" offered daily 

to Our Lady; 

b) in sanctuaries and shrines where the solemn celebration of the Annunciation can be an occasion 

to involve the faithful in reflection on the mystery of the Word Incarnate; 

c) on the weekdays of Advent and the three days preceding the solemnity of 25 March, as a pious 

exercise particularly suited to preparing the faithful for the celebration of the mystery of the 

Incarnation. 

 

11. To the extent possible, the "celebration of the Annunciation" should be conducted according to 

the norms of liturgical celebrations. This implies fostering the active participation of all who are 

present and the widest possible distribution of roles, taking into account the various gifts and 

ministries. 

 

12. In certain circumstances and in order to make the celebration more solemn, certain traditional 

liturgical symbols can be used: alb and stole for the presbyter or deacon; light (illuminating the 

image of the Blessed Virgin during the entire celebration, but especially during the singing of the 



Copyright © CURIA GENERALIZIA OSM, Piazza San Marcello, 5 – Roma 

Angelus); flowers; organ or other instruments at appropriate times; incense (incensing the image of 

the Blessed Virgin after singing the last Hail Mary). 

 

I 

 

BEHOLD THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD 

 

 

The biblical texts which characterize the celebration Behold the Handmaid of the Lord are the 

Canticle of Anna (1 Sam 2: 1-10) and the Lucan account of Gabriel's announcement to Mary (Lk 1: 

26-38). 

The Canticle of Anna is the hymn of thanksgiving of a sterile and humiliated wife for the gift of 

motherhood given her by the Lord. The Canticle of Mary (Lk 1: 46-55) was inspired by this hymn; 

it, too, is an expression of gratitude on the part of a humble, virgin wife for the singular favor God 

has granted her: to become the virgin mother of the Messiah, the Son of the Most High. The 

exultation of Anna and Mary continues in the Church's hymn of praise to God for the continuing 

and mysterious birth of the Word in the hearts of believers. 

The Lucan account of Gabriel's message to Mary announces the imminent arrival of the Messiah so 

longingly awaited by Israel. It is a summary of the most serious and joyful message of salvation 

sent from heaven to earth. It is an announcement of the imminent intervention of the Spirit of 

creation and life (see Gn 1: 2; Ps 103: 30) since with the New Man will begin a new creation: this 

Spirit will bring to fulfillment the prophecy concerning the Virgin Mother (see Is 7: 14). The 

account is also a theological document which tells us of the faith of the early Church in Christ the 

Lord whose messianic and divine titles are carefully presented by the evangelist. Above all, this is a 

religious account of a humble woman of Israel who accepts the plan of God to whom she 

confidently entrusts herself. 

This is a passage of revelation and of cult; it is a divine composition and a liturgical text which the 

Church continuously proclaims. The Church constantly returns to it, adoring the mystery and 

contemplating with wonder the woman who is full of grace. 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO PRAISE 

  

L. Announce the salvation of the Lord,  

proclaim his works among the peoples. 

A. His mercy is everlasting. 

 

L. Bless the Lord our God  

who sent the Word of life into the world. 

A. Just is the Lord in all his ways  

and holy in all his works.  

Let every creature praise him  

and all living beings bless his name. 

 

 

GREETING AND INTRODUCTION 

 
When the celebration takes place with the participation of the faithful, the leader may address the assembly with this or 

another appropriate greeting which may be followed by an introduction illustrating the nature and content of the 

celebration. 



Copyright © CURIA GENERALIZIA OSM, Piazza San Marcello, 5 – Roma 

 

L. The mercy of the Father,  

the grace and peace of Christ,  

and the love of the Holy Spirit be with us always. 

A. Blessed be God forever. 

 

 

HYMN 
  

An appropriate Hymn or Antiphon may be sung. For example: 

 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame: 

“From God, all hail,” the angel said to Mary 

“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

 

“Fear not for you shall bear a holy child, 

by who we shall to God be reconciled; 

his name shall be Emmanuel, the long foretold: 

“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

 

Then gentle Mary humbly bowed her head: 

“To me be as it pleases God.” she said. 

“My soul shall praise and magnify his holy name.” 

“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 

 

Of her Emmanuel, the Christ was born 

In Bethlehem, upon that Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria! 
Text: Sabine Baring Gould. 1834-1924; © 1987 by Hope Publishing Company,  

Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: GABRIEL’S MESSAGE, 10 10 12 10; Basque Carol. 

 

 

CANTICLE 
 

Advent 

Ant. Do not fear, Mary,  

You have found favor with God.  

You shall conceive and bear a son, alleluia. 

  

Christmas 

Ant. The Lord will give strength to his King, 

he will exalt the power of the Messiah. 

 

Lent 

Ant. Rejoice, faithful Woman; 

beside the tree of hope 

you have given us the fruit of life. 
 

Ordinary Time 
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Ant. My heart rejoices in the Lord; 

it is he who humbles and raises up. 
 

Or: 

Ant. Let the hearts of all who seek the Lord rejoice: 

he is mindful of his covenant, 

the word given to a thousand generations. 

 

 

Canticle of Anna 
(1 Sam 2: 1-10) 

The joy and hope of the lowly are in the Lord. 

 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with 

good things (Lk 1: 52-53). 

 

My heart exults in the Lord, 

my horn is exalted in my God. 

  

I have swallowed up my enemies; 

I rejoice in my victory. 

There is no Holy One like the Lord; 

there is no Rock like our God. 

  

Speak boastfully no longer, 

nor let arrogance issue  

from your mouths. 

For an all-knowing God is the Lord,  

a God who judges deeds.  

  

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

while the tottering gird on strength.  

The well-fed hire themselves out for bread,  

while the hungry batten on spoil. 

The barren wife bears seven children  

while the mother of many languishes. 

  

The Lord puts to death and gives life;  

he casts down to the nether world;  

he raises up again. 

The Lord makes poor and makes rich,  

he humbles, he also exalts. 

  

He raises the needy from the dust; 

from the ash heap he lifts up the poor,  

to set them with nobles  

and make a glorious throne their heritage. 

  

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's  

and he has set the world upon them.  

He will guard the footsteps of his faithful ones,  

but the wicked shall perish in the darkness.  
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For not by strength does one prevail;  

the Lord's foes shall be shattered. 

  

The Most High in heaven thunders;  

the Lord judges the ends of the earth.  

Now may he give strength to his king 

 and exalt the horn of his anointed. 

 

Glory... 
 

Advent 

Ant. Do not fear, Mary,  

You have found favor with God.  

You shall conceive and bear a son, alleluia. 

  

Christmas 

Ant. The Lord will give strength to his King, 

he will exalt the power of the Messiah. 

 

Lent 

Ant. Rejoice, faithful Woman; 

beside the tree of hope 

you have given us the fruit of life. 
 

Ordinary Time 

Ant. My heart rejoices in the Lord; 

it is he who humbles and raises up. 
 

Or: 

Ant. Let the hearts of all who seek the Lord rejoice: 

he is mindful of his covenant, 

the word given to a thousand generations. 

 

 

GOSPEL 
 

“You shall conceive and bear a son.” 

From the Gospel according to Luke 1: 26-38  

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. Upon 

arriving, the angel said to her: “Rejoice, O highly favored daughter! The Lord is with you. Blessed 

are you among women.” She was deeply troubled by his words, and wondered what his greeting 

meant. The angel went on to say to her: "Do not fear, Mary. You shall conceive and bear a son and 

give him the name Jesus. Great will be his dignity and he will be called Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will rule over the house of Jacob forever 

and his reign will be without end." 

 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be since I do not know man?" The angel answered her: “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; hence the 

holy off-spring to be born will be called Son of God. Know that Elizabeth your kinswoman has 

conceived a son in her old age; she who was thought to be sterile is now in her sixth month, for 

nothing is impossible with God.” 
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Mary said: “I am the servant of the Lord. Let it be done to me as you say.” With that the angel left 

her.  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
After the proclamation of the Gospel, the Leader may comment on the text. If circumstances permit, this reflection 

could take the form of dialogue. If there is no reflection, a text from one of the Fathers of the Church or other approved 

authors may be read, or there may be a period of silent meditation. 

 

 

THE ANGELUS 

 

V. The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Hail Mary. Holy Mary. 

 

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 

R. Be it done to me according to your Word. 

 

Hail Mary. Holy Mary. 

 

V. The Word was made flesh, 

R. And dwelt among us. 

 

Hail Mary. Holy Mary. 

 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

 
If the prayer intentions which follow are omitted, one of the prayers is said. 

 

 

 

In some celebrations, the prayer intentions proposed for the recitation of the Angelus by the bishops of Rome over the 

centuries may be expressed at this point: the needs of the Church, peace, the propagation of the faith, Christian unity, In 

this proposed text, an intention for the Order has been included. 

This prayer of petition should not become a generic prayer of the faithful. 

After the last intention, one of the prayers is said. 

 

L. In communion with all men and women, 

and renewing our commitment of service 

for the building up of the Kingdom, 

let us present to the Father 

the intentions recommended 

by the Bishops of Rome 

for the praying of the Angelus 

and let us remember, too, the needs of our Order. 

 

A. May your word be fulfilled in us, Lord. 
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1. That the Church, 

Bride of the Incarnate Word, 

be always faithful to the Gospel, 

undivided in faith 

and united in love, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

2. That the peace 

brought to earth by the Incarnate Word 

be maintained and spread throughout the world 

through the efforts of his disciples, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

3. That the Word of God, 

announced by the prophets, 

conceived in the womb of the Blessed Virgin, 

and proclaimed by the apostles, 

be accepted with love by all peoples, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

4. That the brothers and sisters of our Order, 

inspired by the fiat of the Blessed Virgin, 

faithfully carry out the will of God 

and live in service of others, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 

 

One of the following prayers is said. 

 

Lord, 

fill our hearts with your love, 

and as you revealed to us by an angel 

the coming of your Son as one of us, 

so lead us through his suffering and death 

to the glory of his resurrection. 

We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen. 
 

Or: 

O God, 

your Word became flesh 

and was born of the Virgin Mary. 

May we become more like Jesus Christ, 

whom we acknowledge as our redeemer, 

truly divine and truly human. 

We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 

A. Amen. 

 

 
 



Copyright © CURIA GENERALIZIA OSM, Piazza San Marcello, 5 – Roma 

Optional concluding prayers: 

 

O God,  

you willed that your Word 

should become flesh in the virginal womb of Mary 

at the message of an angel. 

Grant that your people 

who honor and love the Mother of God 

may enjoy forever her maternal protection. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

A. Amen. 

 

O God, 

your Word was received by the Virgin Mary 

and made his dwelling among us. 

May his light 

shine in the darkness of our hearts. 

We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 

A. Amen. 

 

O God of infinite goodness, 

the immaculate Virgin Mary 

accepted your Word at the message of an angel 

and became the temple of God 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Following her example, 

may we receive your Word 

with humble faith. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

A. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

you created us 

and sent us your Word 

who became flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 

Look with love on your people 

and hear our humble prayer. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

A. Amen. 

 

God of mercy, 

you willed that your Word 

should become flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary. 

Grant that we who have adored the mystery of Jesus, 

your Son and our Brother, 

truly divine and truly human, 

may participate in his new and eternal life. 

We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 

A. Amen. 
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O God, 

grant that we may celebrate with faith 

the mystery of Mary, virgin and mother, 

who, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

conceived the Savior Jesus Christ, 

your Son and our Brother, 

who lives and reigns with you 

forever and ever. 

A. Amen. 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

L. May God, 

who brought light to the darkness of the world 

through the Incarnation of his Son, 

make us attentive to his Word 

and confirm us in his peace. 

A. Amen. 

 

 
 

If a presbyter or deacon presides at the celebration, he blesses the assembly with this or another usual form of blessing: 

 

L. May the blessing of almighty God, 

Father, Son and + Holy Spirit, 

come upon you and remain with you forever. 

A. Amen. 
 

 

 

L. Go in the peace of the Lord 

and cherish in your hearts the Word that saves. 

A. Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
Note: All Bible texts are taken from: The New American Bible 
http://www.vatican.va/archives/ 


