
GENERAL CHAPTER 2019 
COMMISSION FOR CONSULTATION 
 

Rome, 21 Jan. 2018 
 

Dear Brothers, 

Greetings of peace to you “from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 
Cor 1, 2). 

The General Council, during its annual planning at the Santuario di Monte 
Berico on 11-15 December 2017, deemed worthy to entrust to  a commission the 
consultation of all the friars of the Order (cf. Prot.406/2017)  in view of determining the 
agenda for the forthcoming  General Chapter in 2019 (cf. Const. 241). 
 
 The commission, composed of fr. Kolandaisamy M. Anthoni (president), fr. 
Stefano M. Mazzoni and fr. Maurice M. Kisomose met for the first time on January 19 -
21, 2018 at the Convent of S. Marcello in Rome. As a result of the work, the 
commission proposes to all the brothers of the Order a series of questions - inspired by 
the Word of God – in order to encourage reflection and discussion. Likewise, to 
recommend to the General Council an in-depth analysis and study during the chapter of 
issues/ideas considered of greater interest and importance for the present life of the 
Order. We hope that every brother will be deeply involved in this phase of preparation 
for the Chapter by sharing with creativity, generosity and responsibility suggestions and 
indications for the good of the whole Order. 
 

1) “I shall make you a light to the nations so that my salvation may reach the 
remotest parts of earth” (Is. 49, 6). 

Am I aware of the trust that God has placed in me and of what this implies for my life 
on a personal, community and structural level, to be an evangelical leaven and a 
prophetic sign in the world? (cf Const 112). 
 

2) “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you 
rest” (Mt. 11, 28) 

 
What elements of our charism would you propose, and in what way, as an effective 
response to the man’s desire for fullness and as a proposal for his vocation today? (cf. 
Const 105). 

3)  “You must love one another just as I have loved you.It is by your love for one 
another, that everyone will recognize you as my disciples” (Jn. 13, 34-35). 
 

How can we nourish our sense of fraternity and belonging to the Order and to the whole 
Servite Family? How do we overcome, in a climate of dialogue, our laziness, fears and 
temptations of self-sufficiency, which tend to isolate ourselves or in a "virtual reality”? 
(cf. Const 5, 17, CG 2013, No. 40). 

 
 



4) “As for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered  them in her heart” 
(Lk. 2,19)  

To look to the past with gratitude, to live the present with passion, to embrace the future 
with hope: these were the objectives proposed for the year of Consecrated Life by Pope 
Francis (Apostolic Letter to all consecrated persons on the occasion of the Year of 
Consecrated Life - 21 November 2014). This dynamic is essentially Marian. What are 
the means to incarnate it in the daily life, prolonging in today’s world the presence of 
Mary as a woman of gratitude, of obedience and of hope? (cf. Const. 7). 
 

5)  “Do not be afraid, for I am with you” (Is. 41,10) 

Alongside with the signs of vitality and hope coming from the younger jurisdictions 
there is a sense of weariness and distrust in the aging jurisdictions: concern for survival 
threatens to obscure the evangelical impulse. How can we work together, looking to the 
future without fear, but with renewed hope and commitment? (cf. GC 2013 No. 27; 28). 

 
6) “For the Son of Man himself came not to be served but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many” (Mk. 10, 45) 

What other forms of services do you think that the Order should get involved into 
alongside with activities or ministries that are strictly pastoral, in order to respond to the 
needs and the concrete situation in which the people of today live? (cf Const. 4). 

 
7) “In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these 

brothers of mine, you did it to me” (Mt. 25, 40) 

One of the global emergencies we are facing today is the phenomenon of migration 
caused by wars, poverty, social inequalities ... As an Order we are challenged. How can 
we contribute to look for a response in solidarity to this situation, remaining faithful to 
our option of evangelical poverty? (cf. Const. 299). 
 

Please send you contributions both on the community and personal level to: 
consultazionecg2019@gmail.com or by traditional mail  to fr. Maurice M. Kisomose at 
the Convent of St. Charles, Corso Matteotti, 14 - 20121 MILAN (ITALY), not later 
than May 21, 2018. 

 

 

 

Fr. Kolandaisamy M. Anthoni 

 


